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US OECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG, OECD 

SUBJECT: SPECIAL ALLOWANCE FOR LONG SERVICE AT THE OECD 
REF: C(78)49 

1 . NOTWITHSTANDING WHO AND IL0 PRECEDENTS, WE CANNOT 
SUPPORT A SPECIAL ALLOWANCE, SUCH AS PROPOSED BY THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL IN C(78)49, FOR OECD STAFF MEMBERS WITH 
30 YEARS SERVICE. WE AGREE THAT RECOGNITION IS DUE TO 
SUCH EMPLOYEES WITH LONG AND MERITORIOUS SERVICE, BUT BE- 
LIEVE THAT AN APPROPRIATE AWARD (SUCH AS A MEDAL) AND THE 
GRANTING OF SUPPLEMENTARY ANNUAL LEAVE FOR THAT YEAR IS 
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SUFFICIENT. 

2. THE USG DOES NOT RPT NOT AWARD AN AUTOMATIC STEP IN- 
CREASE UPON COMPLETION OF 30 (OR 25 OR 20) YEARS SERVICE. 

AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, NONE OF THE MEMBER GOVERNMENTS HAS 
SUCH A SYSTEM FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES. 
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3. WE ARE LESS CONCERNED WITH THE ACTUAL COST OF THE PRO- 
POSED LENGTH OF SERVICE STEP INCREASES TO THE OECD THAN WE 
ARE WITH THE PRECEDENT WHICH IT WOULD ESTABLISH. THE COST. 
HOWEVER, NEED NOT BE AS MINIMAL AS IMPLIED IN PARAGRAPH 4 

OF THE REFERENCED DOCUMENT, SINCE AN EMPLOYEE WITH 30 YEARS 

SERVICE COULD HAVE TEN YEARS OR MORE TO GO BEFORE RETIRE- 
MENT. THERE ARE MORE APPROPRIATE USES FOR THE OECD'S 
LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES. 

4. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN OTHER DELEGATIONS' REACTION 
TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S PROPOSAL. CHRISTOPHER 
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